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For the past five years, we've
been making the annual spring
trip to Long Sauit, Ontario to
fish the beautiful waters of the
St. Lawrence River. Prior to
our first trip, we had heard of
Jeff Vaughn and The Long
Sault Motel. After our first stay
with Jeff and his wife Marian,
we were convinced that we
had stumbled onto something
very special.
Un our trip this year, we were
down a couple of
anglers. It would only
be Len, Norm. Adam
and |. Our day started
off early at 3:00 am. on
Friday morning., We
were loaded up and on
the highway by 3:20
am. It has become a
vearly tradition for
Team 4:39 1o meel
for breakfast at a
truck stop just east
of Toronto. As
luck would have it
this time around, we
pulled into the parking lot at
exactly 4:39 am.
We arrived in Long Sault,
unpacked our suitcases in our

rooms, and immediately
raided Jeft's well
stocked tackle shop.
Jett had all of our
special ordered items
neatly sorted and had
even taken the liberty to
assemble the two barrows that
Len and | purchased. Since
we would be fishing the
famous Pines Swim, he figured
we would need them for the
walk out.

All of us were set up and in the
waler no later than 11:00 am,
except for Norm. He had bait
out in the water, but "Mr
Minimal" needed another
couple of hours to get his
hoard of supplies set up for the
cduration of the day.

We seemed to have hit the
slow period of the day, with
only a few fish being landed
over the next couple of hours,
We didn't let that deter us
though and we continued to
spod out maize and boilies on
a regular basis knowing that
things would pick up. There
were hundreds of fish that
were spawning on the floating
weed rafts out in the current,




but by mid afternocn, the fishing started to
pick up. At the end of our 1st half day, we
were well pleased to have landed 28 fish
up to 29lb-4o0zs, including a couple of
double headers.

We decided that we would pair up and fish
separate swims for the rest of the
weekend. Many of Jeff's swims are limited
in terms of bank space and fish much
better with 2 anglers maximum. Jeff has
always said that it's never a problem to
accommodate a larger party of 4 or 5
anglers, but you end up sharing the
numbers of fish landed, making for smaller
numbers of fish for each person.

Jefl decided to put us on two of his
favourite swims in Long Saull. Len and
Morm would fish a deeper swim on the
edge of some fast flowing water, while
Adarm and | would fish a calmer back-bay
swim. The hour of 4:30 the next morming
came early. We followed Jeff a few
kilometers down the road and we had our
baits out by 5:15 am.

Once | settled into my chair, | was amazed
to hear the loud washing machine sound of
literally thousands of carp spawning on the
other side of the expansive bay, Even
though we were more than two kilometers
from the spawning activity, we could see
the large splashes the carp were making in
the height of the spawn. This went on for



for a visit, one or two rods went off
and we were into fish. Just like
clockwork, Jeff made his way down
the bank and on cue, both Adam
and my rods scream to life. This
happened every single time came to
pay us a visit...| kid you not!

After we landed our double header
and took a couple of pictures, Jeff
casl his polaris rig out and we had a
lang chat about his operation. (Our
full conversation will follow later on
in the article.) Jefi is extremely
knowledgeable about most things
carp, and to have a bank side sit
down with him was a real treat.
After a short while, Jeff hooked into
a solid fish on the polaris.

Aftar he left, we played around with
the polaris float for a while and took
turns banking a couple more fish on
it. The polaris is definitely a fun
change of pace on the St Lawrence.
ta lightly bait every 15 or We finished our long day at 7:00 pm
20 minutes in the hopes with about 14 fish landed and quite
the fishing would turn on. afew lost. Mot the best day for
Jeft stopped by again Jeft's top swim, but still ckay. Heat
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Whenever Jeff came by

several more hours
throughout the day until
about mid afternoon.

The fishing was a bit slow
for everyone for the day.
Jett had stopped by
around noon with our
lunches and said that most
anglers were reporting
less than normal catches.
Everyone was catching
fish, just not the numbers
of fish that were normal.
We should have been
landing between eight and
ten carp an hour at this
swim, but we were only
managing one or two runs
each hour. It seemed like
the fish would turn up for a
short while, then
disappear. We
persevered and continued
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stroked and worn out, we headed back
to the motel for a shower, supper, and
couple of ice cold beers. Len and Norm
reported a total of 28 fish between
them.

The next day we decided to swap
swims. Len and Norm would fish the
back bay, Adam and | would fish the

faster, flowing water. Again, we were
set up early, had the rods in by 5:30 am,
and immediately into fish. This was
going 1o be a great day. There weren't
any signs of spawning fish anywhere,

so perhaps the carp were now ready to

get their heads down to start feeding.
Adam got off to a great start with four or
five fish in the first hour and a hall, whila |
had landed two. My first fish was a
25lb-50z. Things were looking up after a
somewhat difficult day yesterday. After
fighting with numerous break offs and lost

I LIKE ‘UM LONG
AND LEAN!!

A 27 THAT SHOULD
HAVE GONE 35

fish, we were up to 15 fish landed by mid-
day.

We'd had a few reports from MNorm that
Len was having a true Long Sault day. By
mid-day he was at 32 fish, and it seemed



like he was on track to beat the record of 49
fish from the same swim set by Scott "Geezer”
Grant during his trip last year.

We kept feeding the swim every 15 minutes to
keep the fish in the area. They were
competing s0 heavily for the freebies; it
seemed they were stumbling over one another
to get at the maize. We had dozens of savage
takes only to lift into the rod, and nothing.
Sometimes we'd gel the odd scale impaled on
the hook.

The fish were there and they were aggressive.
It's always a thrill hooking into a St Lawrence
fish, these fish are =0 strong, they can peel off
50 or more yards of line in a tew seconds, It
only takes a few of these runs before your
arms feel like rubber.

All told, by the end of the day | had landed 22
fish, Adam 11. Woe lost countless more fish.
My last fish of the day was an incredibly long
271b fish that we thought would eclipse 35lbs.
For Len and Morm, it appeared their swim had
just shut down by mid afterncon. They ended
up with four fish for Norm, and 39 for Len.
Much to Norm's chagrin, we couldn't help but
point out how it was another Team 4:39 day,
Len even managed o land a bonus 37" long
pike while reeling in his line.

On our last night, we decided to hit the local
pub, Grumpies, for some good pub food and a
few ice cold drafts. We traded a few stories
with Jeff and his gang. Scott "Geezer” Grant
from Carpology and his friend Paul
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had just arrived in Long Sault for a week
long stay and they were also at the pub.
Geezer was glad to hear that his record 49
fish in one session was still standing. Len
and Norm had decided on staying to fish
the better part of Monday, and they would
fish the Pines swim with Geezer and Paul,
Monday moming, Norm and Len got an

early start at the pines while Adam and |
packed and sorted all of our gear in the
van for the ride home. After saying our
goodbyes to Jeff and Marian, we gassed
up and grabbed a few coffees to bring
down to the boys at the Pines around 9:30
am. Geezer and Paul were getting their

groove on while spodding, and the fish
were starting to show up. Everyone was
starting to land fish, and | was almost
disappointed that | couldn't stay just a few
more hours. It seemed like it was shaping
up to be another Long Sault day. | was
already looking forward to our next trip
here. Adam and | said our goodbyes and
hit the road.

| won't tell you that the fishing here is
“easy”. You really have to start at dawn,
fish a long day and do a lot of baiting, but
if you listen to what Jeff and Colin tell you
about how to fish and bait each swim, you
will definitely get into good numbers of
guality, hard fighting tish.

In all, we landed a total of 173 fish
between the 4 of us from Friday mid-day
to Monday. We had numerous fish in the
20's and plenty of high teens. Norm was
alzo able to break the 30lb barrier on
Monday with an impressive 31-8 fish. All
things considered, it was very successful
weekend.

The following is a breakdown of each ot
our 3 biggest fish:

Len — 27-12, 26-8, 26-1
Norm - 31-4, 27-8, 27-0

Adam - 27-0, 25-{1, 19-2
Jason - 29-4, 27-8, 27-0




ST ELIRES IR TR P &I UL o
America regularly visit this place.
These fish are not your everyday
carp. They are long, lean and more than likely




