Lang Sault

Jason mentioned earlier he had the
chance to sit down with Jeff and discuss
the operation at Long Sault. So we've
decided to print Jeff's full and candid
interview with Jason. It provides some
incredible insight into how a highly
successful carp business is run and the
kind of man needed to run it. Enjoy, it's
not often we get to hear from someone
who has genuinely, been there, seen that
and actually sold you the T Shirt!!

, Jeff, how long have you been
involved in carp angling? Was

* there a single defining moment that
spawned your passion for carp, or was it
something that sort of grew on you?

| was fishing from 5 years old and | am now
52. | was the only boy amongst three older
sisters, and much later my father explained
to me that because he was an older "Dad”,
he took me fishing as he was too old to run
around a soccer pitch with me. Sometimes
we fished five nights a week and NEVER
missed a Saturday night. He was ALWAYS
my father, but on the bank, he alsoc became
my best friend. | was even allowed to swear
when | lost a fish.

UK anglers mainly use bottom baits (not
lures or jigs etc) so we catch all kinds of
bottom feeders, but the prize was always a
carp. Before modern tactics like the hair and
bolt rigs were developed, you have no idea

how hard it was to catch carp. Late at night
sitting beside my tiny, silver paper “bobbin”,
seeing it silently lift towards the rod and then
striking into a powerful fish is still making me
shiver as | speak about it. Strangely, | do not
remember my first carp or my first double,
but my first 20 was 21lb 4 oz. | was 18 years
old and kept that lucky shirt for years. Do the
math, | was a fanatical carper by 12 years
old, but it took me six more years to get a 20.
That’s what carp fishing was like in the 70's.
So | guess you can say | served my
apprenticeship and grew into a carp angler.

s How did you get your start in the
2 angling business?

My father was a builder and he was working
on a renovation job in a tackle store. Part of
the “go fishing deal” was that | helped him on
his building jobs, so after school and on
Saturdays, | was working with him. The shop
owner took a liking to me and offered me a
Saturday job, making the tea and cleaning
the maggots. | started on my 13th birthday,
left on my 26th birthday, and bought the
business a few years later.

Going back to your first question, | guess this
probably was my “defining moment”; | loved
that shop. | worked free of charge most
nights after school and full time over all the
school breaks. By 16, | was virtually running
the place and all the sales reps had to plan
their visits outside of school time. But the




best bit was the carp education | got. Being “in
the trade”, | was invited to fish lots of private
and secret waters and taken under the wing by
some fantastic anglers.

By 25 years old, | was MD of a 120 store chain
selling luggage and | STILL worked Saturdays
in the shop. | bought it because | could not bear
anyone else to have it; it was my childhood

dream. However no one makes any bloody
money in a tackle store, so there was no way |
was going to run it. Enter my partner Bob. (Who
actually is "quietly” famous as a top carp
fisherman in England and the inventor of many
rigs and things that became classics) Bob took
over running the business and it has just grown
and grown. We sold the small shop and now

have one of the biggest carp stores in the UK.
My job is official tackle tester

= What made you decide to set up shop
g on this side of the pond?

| always had fishing holidays every year (never
missed in 30 years of marriage) although |
fished carp in England, my holidays were
always about something more exotic;
Tarpon on the Keys, Mahseer in India, and
Nile Perch in Egypt etc. My partner Bob is
10 years older than me and has never
fished for anything other than carp his whole
life. He had been coming to Long Sault for a
few years and was driving me crazy to come
with him. | kept saying why go all the way to
Canada when | can catch carp in the UK. He
just kept on saying “These carp are
different” We struck a deal, two weeks in
Canada on the carp and two weeks in
Florida on the tarpon. Bob has never been
back to Florida and | haven't missed a year
at Long Sault since.
| come from a very humble background, got
lucky, and as we say in the East End of
London, “made a few bob” but | was working
16 hour days, totally stressed out and headed
for a heart attack. On one of our visits, the old
owners of the CCC mentioned they were going
to retire in three years time. | immediately took
them to a lawyer and drew up a contract for
completion three years later, paid a deposit,
and then went home to tell my wife! ......




Fortunately | have always been a good

salesman and my wife Marian agreed to give

up a life of idle luxury to clean rooms and
look after smelly fisherman.

o Marian is indeed a wonderful person.

Q . She has always

made us feel right
at home after a long
day of fishing. What
types of anglers do
you accommodate?
From where do the
majority of your
clientele travel from?

We have every kind of

angler staying with us,

from guys who have never

held a carp rod, through

guys who should NEVER

BE ALLOWED to hold a

carp rod, to guys that are

just awesome fisherman...so

good | try to find as much

time as possible to sit and

watch them.

Our main clientele are from the UK, 70% of
which are regulars coming back almost
every year, so (they) have become good
friends. We also get lots of Canadians and
Americans who drive up to spend a couple
of days and stock up in our carp shop.

| have guys who have saved up for several
years for a holiday of a lifetime and even
several multi-millionaires, but in the main we
get just normal “Joes” wanting to catch a few
carp and have a bloody good laugh doing it.

; Can you
explain
* the type of

service that you
offer to your clients?
How much work goes
into making their stay
as comfortable as
possible?

| can see thatthis is a
loaded question, as you
and the guys have fished
with me a few times and
know what goes into this
job. In essence, | attempt to
make sure that every
customer staying with us
gets one, or all of the
following: The biggest carp

they have ever caught, the most carp they

have ever caught, or the best fishing holiday

they have ever had. You will appreciate the

first time they come this is easy, but we keep
trying to better it every time they come. For
my customers in the shop (local guys), |
honestly try to make sure they are treated




fairly, get a good deal and to teach them not
only to catch carp but to RESPECT them also.
To achieve all this is not easy. From 4:30 am
through to whatever time | fall asleep, | am
available to have a laugh, listen to their stories
or problems, and prepare them to catch more
and bigger fish.

Over the years, | have had some terrible fishing
holidays that have cost me a lot of money and
the fishing was rubbish, but the worse thing
was always when the guides did not seem to
care. | made a promise to myself when | bought
this place. | truly believe this is the best carp
fishing in the world, but fish are fish and we do
not always catch loads. | hope ALL my
customers would say whether they caught lots
of fish or not, my staff and | did everything
possible to try to get them great fishing.

Every day we are out at dawn, and several
times during the day, either in boats or on foot,
looking for carp; where they are, what they are
doing, where will they move to. We start pre-
baiting spots weeks before any customers get
here and we test fish new spots all the time. In
fact, it is never ending and | often work much
longer hours (and for far less money) than
when | was running a big business. The
difference is | wake up every morning, before
the alarm even goes off, with a big silly grin on
my face because today | am either going to
catch a big carp, or help someone else catch
one......l truly love it.

_ are some of the local attractions that
your clients can expect to find during
their stay? (food, entertainment, etc)

Q « After a long day of hauling carp, what

We are only 15 minutes from Cornwall, which is
a fairly large town. In Cornwall there is every
type of restaurant you can think of from Burger
houses and chip wagons to fine dining and
International cuisine. There are also lots of
clubs and bars, from lap dancing to line
dancing and discos. But our real clubhouse is
Grumpies Bar. Grump's runs a good old
fashioned road house, nothing fancy, good
food, good beer, pool table, dart boards, all the
sports on a dozen TV's and live bands most
weekends. When we are busy, he also puts on
“special” nights for us, usually good old English
food...Bangers and Mash, liver and bacon or a
Sunday roast. The locals love it when | bring in
a crowd of Brits (especially the local girls).

But to be honest, mostly at the end of the day
our guys are exhausted. All of the rooms have
some sort of cooking facilities and the deluxe
rooms have fully fitted kitchens, plus there are
three BBQ)'s for customers to use and several
of the local restaurants will deliver to the motel.
There are seating areas around the property
and a lot of the fisherman just have a few
beers, a chat with me or my staff, and are in
bed by 10 pm. Because tomorrow at dawn,
the carp will be calling again.




as fanatical as me. If the fish are not playing
ball, | have known him get up at 3 am to go
out and try to find them before the clients are
awake. When a swim is on fire, Colin has
often slept in the swim so no one other than
our customers can get it in the morning. This is

a problem | have; | bait up areas and get the
fish feeding, and then someone else sees our
guys catching and tries to take it the next
day.....They only ever get it once!!!|

tackle and tactics are no good at Long Sault.
Mostly my Canadian customers have the right
gear (mainly | guess because | sold it to
them!) But seriously, the North American fish
are so different from European fish it is almost
like fishing for a different species. | made all
the mistakes myself in the early years. Europe
actually has bigger fish, but not the numbers
and the power of our carp, and it is the
accumulation of action that causes the
problem.



















